
                   Congratulations to the Following Honorees 

                             January Knight of the Month  
                                 Thomas (Tom) Zettler, PSD                   

          

            January Family of the Month 
           Bob and Rosalie Leo          

       

Knight of the Quarter 

 October, November, & December                                   
                Frank Sharp 

      

     Council 802 Knight of the Year 2014 
      Patrick J (PJ) Carter, GK 

 

    Council 802 & State Family of the Year 2014 
              Pam and George Walston 

 

       Assembly 1251 & State 

      Sir Knight of the Year 2014 
      Roland Stewart 
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We Thank You Lord for all that  
you give us freely 

Charity 

      

        Unity 

            

             Fraternity 

                

                     Patriotism 



 

 

       Grand Knight 

     Patrick J Carter 

 

 

     I want to thank all those who showed up at the Naval Air Station chapel to welcome the military Bishop, Neal J. Buckon, and to support 

the new chaplain at the base. 

     I also want to thank those who showed up to help with bingo, because without bingo we wouldn't be able to do all the good things that 

this council does.   Please continue to help, and to those who don't have a lot of time just give us an hour or two a month; any help will do. 

     Congratulations to our Knight of the Month for January, Tom Zettler, PSD, and to our Family of the Month, the Bob and Rosalie Leo 

family.  

     I would also like to congratulate Roland Stewart on being chosen to be this year's John J. Burns Award recipient.  More info on the  date 

of the supper later.  We are  in the planning stage for the banquet. 

 

Patrick J Carter 

Grand Knight 

 

   

Chaplain 

Fr. Frank Cosgrove 

 

Dear Brother Knights, 

 

     March 17th is the feast of St. Patrick. March 19th is the feast of St. Joseph. St. Patrick is a model of evangelization for 

Knights and for the whole church.  St. Joseph is a model of fatherhood for us.                                                       

     St. Patrick was born about 389 A.D., probably in England. At age 16, he and a large number of his father’s slaves were cap-

tured and sold as slaves in Ireland. Patrick worked as a shepherd and suffered greatly from hunger and the cold.   

     After six years, Patrick escaped, probably to France. After his studies he was ordained a priest and later as a Bishop at age 

forty-three. His great desire was to proclaim the good news to the Irish, who were then pagans. 

     Patrick sought and received the protection of local kings and made many converts. In a short time all of Ireland (32,000 

square miles) was converted and the faith took deep and lasting roots. As a result, Ireland sent out missionaries whose efforts 

were greatly responsible for Christianizing Europe and later the United States. 

     The lasting fruits of St. Patrick’s labors indicate that he was a great leader, evangelizer and a very holy man. Perhaps more 

of us will reach his level of holiness but we can do our best to live our faith and become effective evangelizers. 

     St. Joseph: The Bible pays Joseph the highest compliment, “He was a just man”. Being a just man means that he was com-

pletely open to all that God wanted to do for him. 

     Think of the tender, manly love Joseph had for Mary – a model for all husbands. Think of the questions that must have tor-

tured him when he found that Mary was pregnant. Think of what he suffered protecting Jesus as they sought refuge in Egypt. 

Pope Francis called Joseph a model for all fathers including immigrant fathers trying to protect and provide for their children. 

Joseph is the patron of fathers and workers. He is also the patron of a happy death because he died in the presence of Jesus and 

Mary. 

     May Patrick and Joseph bless our parishes and help us to be good fathers and grandfathers as well as effective evangelizes. 

(Source: Leonard Foley, Saint of the Day) 

 

 Fr. Frank 

 

Our Patron Saints – Patrick and Joseph 

Please continue to pray for vocations.  

 We need more priests 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Greetings to all.  The calendar says March but it looks like Old Man Winter is keeping his footprint on us all the way to March 

20th. Brrr! 

 

     Looking back on February, the 4th Degree had two significant events that we had a hand in.  First, on Friday, February 13th, 

NAS Meridian welcomed Bishop Neal J. Buckon to the chapel for a special Mass.  For the first time in several years, we have a 

chaplain on post here in Meridian.  Welcome Father Dan Reardon!!!!!  Our KC Council and Assembly both have a large pres-

ence of current and retired military personnel.  We stand ready to help support you in any way we can.  Our Honor Guard was 

privileged to be a part of the Mass.  Those Sir Knights included Dewayne Klutz, Bob Leo, PFN, Tom Zettler, PSD, Dave Viger, 

Bob Connor, Roland Stewart, Richard Moody, Larry Birzer, PJ Carter, GK, and Frank Sharp.  SK Sal Moreno and his wife  

Liberty assisted during the Mass as Altar Server and Cantor, respectively.  The Moreno's also hosted a brunch after the Mass 

for the attendees.  Finally, our own Fathers' Cosgrove and Sanchez co-presided the Mass to cap off a great morning for all who 

attended.  Thanks to all who worked to make this a special time for Fr. Reardon and Bishop Buckon. 

     Second, on Monday, February 16th several folks met at the cemetery to raise the flag at 0800.  On the calendar, it says Presi-

dent's Day, however, the official Federal name for the Holiday is "Washington's Birthday".  It's origin was to remember "The 

Father of our Country" and has evolved to include Lincoln and then later all of our Presidents.  The following hardy souls 

braved the cold rain to be there.  SK's Bob Leo, PFN, Dewayne Klutz, John Bennett, PFN, Tom Zettler, PSD, PJ Carter, GK, 

Roland Stewart, Dave Viger, Dave Klutz and his daughter Cassandra and yours truly.  At 1700, the following folks again 

braved the cold rain to retire the flag: SK's John Bennett, PFN, Bob Leo, PFN, Roland Stewart, PJ Carter, GK, and our semi-

narian Nick Adam (who was in town for a few days during the Mardi Gras break).  I misplaced my original note on this so if I 

have included or excluded you above in error, please accept my apology for the mistake.   

     That is just about it.  I hope you all have an spiritual Lenten season and that we all can find our way closer to the Heart of 

Christ as we move towards Holy Week.  Have a good month. 

 

John Harwell 

Faithful Navigator 

1 COR 12 4-7 

             Special from 

             John Bennett, PFN 
        

    As just an observation by an innocent bystander; at 0800, 16 February, an interesting group of men and one small boy child 

and teenage girl decided to honor our Country and Flag by braving the rain to raise our Flag at the Catholic Cemetery.  I am 

proud to be a member of Assembly 1251 Knights of Columbus.  They always seem to show up at just the right time for the 

right reason.  The ceremony was brief, the prayers to our God were brief, personal comments were brief, nonetheless it came to 

pass.  

     For those who wonder, no, you do not have to be former military to be connected to the Fourth Degree.  You can be any 

third degree K of C member in good standing.  Just something to consider.  The simple act of raising our Flag can be attended 

by anyone.  For the record, on this day there was a really good attendance on hand.  Thank God for His blessings on our great 

country.  

     I ventured back to St Patrick Catholic Cemetery at 1645 this Presidents Day.  The rain came down.  As I sat there in my own 

space wondering how many Sir Knights would come watch it rain.  The first man out is Bob Leo, PFN.  Second man out is our 

own Seminarian, Nick Adam.  I am the Third Man Theme. Fourth man out, enter current Grand Knight P. J. Carter.  Enter then, 

Faithful Navigator John Harwell.  

    A moving prayer of thanksgiving was prayed in the driving rain for all our men and women in the military. Well done by 

Nick Adam.  It is always sad to retire our Flag. It seemed fitting that today we retire our Flag to take it home and dry it, and to 

remind us that we are indeed blessed to live in a great country.  Amen 

 

John L. Bennett PFN 

 

 

         Fourth Degree 

            John Harwell, FN 

Meridian Knights of Columbus Homepage  
http://www.kofc802.org 



 

Bingo   

   Bob Leo 

 

 
          Our bingo program seems to be picking up some, we have had a very good couple of weeks this  month so far. I contribute this 

to the tax returns coming in. 

      On a pleasant note, Tom Zettler is back with us and doing just fine, although, he has to go back in the hospital at the end of this 

month for further treatment.  Let us wish him well and keep praying for him to have a complete recovery. 

      In keeping with the program of bringing Bingo into the twenty first century, we will begin working on our sound system.  As 

many of you know, our current system is a dinosaur, so when you have a large crowd in the hall it is very hard to hear, especially the 

callers, what, with the balls spinning in the console and the fan blowing the balls into the slot for the camera, and the noise from the 

workers around the bingo console, you can imagine how difficult it is to hear, I can hardly hear the caller in the bingo office. 

      The new system will be entirely wireless.  We will also have speakers in the corners of the hall, so I guess you will have the 

sound coming at you from four different directions.  There will also be a small speaker in the bingo office so the caller can be heard 

in there. 

      Funding for this upgrade has already been approved by the council.  I'm not sure as to the time frame of when the units are to 

be installed. 

      The new time change to the regular games and no breaks is working really well.  Some nights we are on the road by 10:30 P.M. I 

thank you for all of your hard work and dedication.  Another Brother to keep in your prayers for a speedy recovery and a speedy  

return to bingo is, Brother Paul Blier. 

  
  Bob Leo  

  Bingo Manager  

 

 

 

 

 

 

     First let me thank the council  for selecting Rosalie and myself  as the Family of the Month for the month of January.  We view 

this as a wonderful honor.  In addition to our Council Family of the Month, we were also selected as Supreme’s Family of the 

Month.  We received a nice plaque from them. 

      On January 30 we held our "Family Night  Out ".  The theme for this night was Italian, and everyone that attended was Italian 

that night, (even the Irish).  We imported two great Italian chefs, Francisco  Polizzi, and Roberto Leo, from Brooklyn NY.  The meal 

was spaghetti and meat balls and Rigatoni macaroni and it was delicious. 

      We had approximately 62 members and guests attend this wonderful night out.  I would like to thank those who made this a very 

entertaining night.  My thanks go out to brothers Frank Polizzi, Tao Iosia, John Bennett, Frank Sharp, and the Ladies, Rosalie Leo, 

Nelda Bennett, Teresa LaBiche and Sue Blier. Thanks to anyone that I may have not named who also helped. 

      A date to keep in mind is Sunday, March 1st.  On this date we will be holding our annual "Sweet Hearts Night, and our Knight 

for a Day auction.  The time will be 6:30 P.M. at the KC Hall.  This is the night where the Ladies do nothing; the Knights will serve 

the ladies while they are enjoying a game of "Black Jack".  Their winnings will go toward bidding on a bottle of handpicked wine, 

picked by yours  truly. There will be finger snacks to nibble on, as well as presents that will be given throughout the night.  So come 

out to the KC Hall and join in on the fun. This will be a great introduction for you new Knights and your wives to meet your brother 

Knights and their wives.  So don't be a couch potato, come on out and see what you and your wife would be missing. 

      Another date to put on your calendar is Saturday, March 28th.  This is the date for our March Family Night Supper.   The 

theme for this one will be IRISH night.  I believe the chefs will be cooking  "Corn Beef and Cabbage".  That is why we are changing 

this month's supper to Saturday instead of Friday, since we will still be in Lent and as all good Catholics know, we don't eat meat on 

the Fridays of Lent.  The Knights will supply the meat and drinks, please feel free to bring a side dish or dessert of your liking. So 

again I'm asking you to come on out and join in on the fun!!. 
  

 Bob Leo 

 Family Activities Director 

                Family 

                Bob Leo 
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Youth Chairman 

  Tommy Minniece 
 

      The Junior CYM went to the skating rink on Sunday, February 22nd.  They skated and participated in a short devotional.  

The Senior CYM had their youth Mass at St. Patrick on Saturday, February 21st at 5 o’clock.  The youth handled the readings 

and some administered Holy Communion.  

     I'd like to add a special Thanks to Frank Polizzi, Bob Leo, Gary Koca, and Mouise Richards who provided breakfast for the 

ICN World Orphan Choir.  The choir sang at the school on February 9th. 

 

Tommy Minniece 

Youth Chairman    
 

 

Church Chairman 

  Larry Birzer 

 
     On March 6th Council 802 Knights of Columbus and Council 208 Knights of Peter Claver will lead the Stations of the Cross 

at St. Joseph Church starting at 6 pm.  There will be a fish fry afterwards.  Then on Saturday, March 21st we will have our Cor-

porate Communion at St. Patrick Church at the 5:00 Mass.  On March 28th we will have our annual RCIA Breakfast at 9:00 at 

St. Patrick Family Life Center or at the Parish Center depending on attendance.  

      

     Contact Larry Birzer to participate or help out in any of the above activities.  I can be reached at  601-604-1789 or you can 

Email me at wideburp@msn.com 

 

Larry Birzer 

Church Chairman  

 

 

Seminarians’ Corner 

Nick Adam 

 

Brother Knights, 

 

     Wow! It was a busy February but it was a great one, too.  We welcomed back some alumni early this month with a 

special alumni Mass and dinner.  Father Joe Dyer, who is the pastor in Forest and Newton, was able to come and 

spend some time with the seminarians which was great.  We also enjoyed Mardi Gras.  I went to one of the bigger 

parades and had a great time. 

     Twelve of us traveled to Columbus, Ohio for a national seminary basketball tournament.  It was held at the Pon-

tifical College Josephinum, which is one of the bigger seminaries in the country and is directly observed by Rome.  It 

was a great trip, as we won a game and lost two others by close scores, but I think we represented Notre Dame well 

and it was great to visit and great to be back in the South once the weekend was over!  The trip was another example 

to me of the universality of the Church.  The seminarians I met were so similar to those that I know here in New Or-

leans, and I was impressed by the guys that I got to know up there. 

     Finally, the month ended with a Diocesan Youth Conference in Madison.  Aaron Williams (Jackson), Mark Shoff-

ner (Greenville), and I went up for this event which provided a good opportunity to get to know the youth of the dio-

cese which is extremely important.  If we do not reach out to young Catholics and show them that being a seminarian 

is a joyful experience, then they may never think about a vocation to the priesthood or religious life. 

 

I hope you are all doing well! 

 

- Nick Adam 

 

Please continue to pray for vocations.  

 We need more priests 



            

                   March Birthdays 
 

 

1st  Thomas Carl & Encarnacion Mayo Osario   3rd Kenneth Napierkowski  6th Terry Lanterman & John Maloney, Sr 

 9th Gerald R. (Gary) Koca & Robert J Kochanski 15th Dr. Minh T Duong 19th Phillip (Will) Vollor  21st Russell Huntley 

24th Frederick (Fred) Bunty  28th Robert J (Bob) Connor 30th Bradley Parsons 31st  David Henson   

 

Membership 

 David Viger 

 
Brother Knights, 

 

Please join me in welcoming Brother Joshua McPherson and his family into our council! 

     We will have our next First Degree Exemplification on Tuesday, March 17th at 6:00 p.m. when we will be wel-

come David Rauenhorst into our council.  Again – there is still plenty of time to recruit other potential Knights in time 

for them to join us!  Following the exemplification we will hold our regularly scheduled business meeting. 

     We will have our semiannual membership drive this month.  Unfortunately, the dates have not been determined, as of 

yet, so I will provide information at our business meeting and by email! 

     As always, thank you for your support! 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

Dave Viger 

Membership Chairman 

 
                        Special from 

                         SK David Viger 

 

     The Most Reverend Neal Buckon, Auxiliary Bishop for the Archdiocese of the Military Services, visited Naval Air 

Station (NAS) Meridian, MS on February 13th to celebrate Catholic Mass at the St. Joseph of Cupertino Chapel. 

     Joining in the celebration of Mass with Bishop Buckon, was Fr. Dan Reardon, Fr. Francis Cosgrove and Fr. Jose’ Sanchez.  

Fr. Reardon, who recently reported for duty aboard NAS Meridian from the USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6), is the first 

Catholic Chaplain assigned to the base in nearly 15 years.   Fr. Cosgrove and Fr. Sanchez are Pastor and Associate Pastor at St. 

Patrick and St. Joseph in Meridian. 

     SK Sal Moreno and his wife Liberty assisted during the Mass as Altar Server and Cantor.  Sal and Liberty also organized a 

social brunch in the chapel’s Fellowship Hall after the Mass, which was sponsored by Council 802. 

     The Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus Honor Guard from Meridian Assembly 1251 provided honors during the celebra-

tion. 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Front Row L-R: Fr. Dan Reardon, Bishop Neal Buckon, Fr. Francis Cosgrove and Fr. Jose’ DeJesus Sanchez  

                                       2nd Row: SK Dewayne Klutz, SK Bob Leo (PFN), SK Tom Zettler (PSD), and SK Dave Viger  

                              3rd Row: SK Bob Connor, SK Roland Stewart, SK Richard Moody, SK Larry Birzer,  SK PJ Carter (GK)  

                                                                                and SK Frank Sharp 

       Larry Birzer
       



      

 

     Pro Life 

 Darrell Hover 
 

Brother Knights 

 

     The 40 Days for Life campaign was kicked off this month. I am behind on getting this news out to you, so I will add the daily 

devotionals to the Knights of Columbus Facebook page. By the time you receive this, the campaign will be nearly half way 

through. I’ll plan on being more prepared for the Fall campaign. 

     I am pretty certain that most of you have read or heard about the measles outbreak in California, New Mexico and Arizona. Why 

are parents not having their children vaccinated? I had my own ideas about why this once eradicated epidemic has made such a 

sharp return. Judy Brown with American Life League dated February 6th, shares a different opinion on something I was totally un-

aware of.  With that said, I thought I would include the article in my comments this month. I hope you will take a few minutes to 

read it here or go to(http://www.all.org/article/print/id/MTQ2MTY/) and you can have article read to you. 

  

Measles Vaccine: A Not-So-Innocent Shot in the Arm 

  

     To hear the major media tell it, the brouhaha over the MMR vaccine is really nothing more than a misunderstanding created by a 

former Playboy bunny, Jenny McCarthy, and her allegedly trumped up claims about the connections between autism and the vac-

cine. 

     In all the media coverage we have reviewed, there has been a blackout on the single most damning fact about the Merck vac-

cine—the truly big story that isn’t. 

      As the research indicates, the original vaccine did not benignly come about because of the altruistic work of a group of scien-

tists. Quite the contrary. The MMR (measles, mumps, rubella combo) vaccine is one of 16 vaccines developed using cells from 

aborted babies. When the MMR was licensed in 1979, there might have been controversy about the fact that abortion was involved 

in acquiring the cells in question, but if that was the case, few knew about it. And so the vaccine industry boomed. 

     In the intervening years, thanks to the diligent work of many who were not satisfied with the status quo involving unethically 

developed childhood immunizations, alternative vaccines for some of these diseases were developed without aborted fetal remains. 

     But the recent controversy regarding the measles vaccine and the political fallout surrounding it never get to the core question of 

the abortion associated with the vaccine, nor do they touch on the facts regarding the moral alternatives that could be made readily 

available. 

      While some of us are quite sure that news reports addressing the harvesting of aborted baby bodies for their cells would create 

quite a stir and expose a deplorable scandal, that attitude is not shared by the keep-abortion-legal media police. 

      So here we are in the midst of a crisis with a golden opportunity to educate the public on the whole truth regarding the measles 

outbreak, the vaccine, and alternatives, and all we hear is gobbledygook. 

      But not everyone is silent. The organization known as Children of God for Life has been waging the battle for ethically pro-

duced vaccines for years, and recently its founder, Debi Vinnedge, explained that Merck officially stopped providing the morally 

produced separate doses of measles and mumps vaccines in 2009. . . . In 2008 Children of God for Life began a special campaign to 

Merck when they suddenly stopped making the separate doses. After massive public outcry, Merck promised to begin providing 

them again the following year. However, in October 2009, they reneged on that promise. 

     According to Vinnedge, Merck cited low sales reports for the ethically produced vaccine as the reason it no longer offers it. She 

says Merck must now do the right thing: “As the sole provider of MMR in the US, Merck has a moral and social responsibility to 

ensure public health and safety by making those separate doses available again.” 

     Clearly this is the only solution to a vaccine problem created by a corporate decision that puts the bottom line profit margins 

ahead of doing what is ethical and moral. 

     You can take action focused on spreading the accurate facts. Share the list of ethical alternatives to vaccines. Demand that 

Merck do the right thing. And insist that the media expose the facts about these vaccines and how they were developed by using 

your Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and other social media outlets, not to mention letters to the editor, telephone calls, and e-mails. 

(End of article) 

  

God bless each of you! Have a good month. 

  

Darrell, Pro-Life 
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March 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
 

Sweetheart Night 

at the KC Hall        

And Knight for a 

Day Auction 

2 3 
 

 
 

Business Meeting 

7:30pm  

4 
 
 
 

Bingo 6pm 

5 
 
 

Adoration  

St  Aloysius 

Chapel  

12 Noon to 8PM 

6 
Stations of the 

Cross at 

St. Joseph 

6 pm  

 

Fish Fry After 

Stations 

7 
 
 

State Bowling 

Tournament in 

Natchez  

8 
 
 

State Bowling 

Tournament in 

Natchez  

9 10 
 
 
 

No Meeting     

Tonight  

11 
 
 

 
Bingo 6pm 

12 
 

Adoration  

St  Aloysius 

Chapel  

12 Noon to 8PM 

KC Responsibility 

13 
Stations of the 

Cross at 

St. Patrick 

6 pm 

 

Fish Fry After 

Stations 

14 

15 16 17 
 

 

Happy  

St Patrick Day 
 

First Degree 

Before Meeting at 

6pm  

18 
 
 
 

Bingo 6pm 

19 
St. Joseph’s 

Feast Day 
 

Adoration  

St  Aloysius 

Chapel  

12 Noon to 8PM 

20 
Stations of the 

Cross at 

St. Joseph 

6 pm 

 

 Fish Fry After 

Stations 

21 
Corporate      

Communion at   

St Patrick         

5:00 Mass 

St. Patrick School 

Irish Fest 

11am to 4pm 

22 23 24 
 
 
 

4th Degree     

Meeting 7:30pm 

25 
 
 
 

Bingo 6pm 

26 
EMSH         

Visitation      

6:10 pm 

Adoration  

St  Aloysius 

Chapel  

12 Noon to 8PM 

27 
 

Stations of the 

Cross at 

St. Patrick 

6 pm 

Fish Fry After 

Stations 

28 

RCIA Breakfast 

9:00 AM Family 

Life Center 
Family Night 

Irish Theme 

6:30 at the         

KC Hall 

29 30 31 
 
 
 

No Meeting     

Tonight  

    

Please continue to pray for vocations.  

 We need more priests 
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Abortion Kills  

 the Innocent 

Please wish a  

Happy Birthday to  

all whose names  

appear on page 8 

 of this Newsletter 

Please continue to pray the    

Rosary for an end to Abortion in 

our lifetime 


